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Wallonia and 150 Years of trams in Antwerp  
26. – 29. May 2023 

 
The first horse-drawn tram line in Antwerp went into operation on May 25, 1873. "De Lijn", current operator of 
tram and bus lines in Flanders, celebrates the 150th anniversary of this event together with the Antwerp Tram 
Museum. This anniversary is a good opportunity to get to know Antwerp´s rich tram history. In addition, we 
shall cover all existing tram networks and operating museums in Wallonia: Han-sur-Lesse, Erezée, Charleroi 
and Thuin. Thanks to the hard work of tram enthusiasts, sections of what were once very extensive networks 
are still in operation here.  
 
 
Arrival day Thursday 25 May 2023 (optional) Those participants who would like to travel to Cologne today 
can do so and stay centrally and comfortably at the “Eden Hotel Früh am Dom”. We have an allocation of 
rooms there; the hotel is just a few steps away from the main train station. The overnight stay in Cologne is 
not included in the tour price.  
 
Day 01 Fr. 26. May 2023   
In the morning, we drive by bus from Cologne Central Station to Belgium. For all participants who do not want 
to travel via/from Cologne and prefer to travel directly to Belgium, we offer a bus pick-up at Jemelle train station 
in Belgium. Jemelle is connected to Brussels every hour. Departure time by bus from Jemelle is 10:30 am. 
Continue to the tram line of Han-sur-Lesse, which is well worth seeing. There are currently five railcars built 
between 1934 to 1938 in use. Originally powered by diesel engines, some railcars were later electrified. After 
the visit to Han-sur-Lesse, we continue to the "Tramway touristique de l'Aisne" at the small town of Erezée. 
We shall visit the small museum of the TTA. The TTA has been operating on a section of the disused rural local 
railway between Érezée and Dochamps since 1966. Meanwhile the operation has been expanded as far as 
Lamorménil, which we will reach onboard a classic Belgian Branch line railcar. We will also visit the depot in 
Blier. Continue to the Greater Charleroi area for our overnight stay.  
 
Day 02 Sa. 27. May 2023  
After breakfast, we will visit the Anderlues tram depot and have a charter with one of the preserved "S" type 
trams on the entire network of the "Metro Léger de Charleroi", including the rarely visited line to Centenaire, 
which has never been used in regular traffic! We continue our tour at nearby Thuin, where the local museum 
railway workers from the "ASVi" association await us with a basic lunch. We will find a unique collection of 
local rolling stock in three types of traction here: historic steam trams, diesel trams and electric trams. We will 
have a look to the museum and depot, followed by a number of charters with a variation of trams: the very first 
local tram, a standard tram and a PCC car, then 2 charters with the steam and the diesel trams. Many photo 
opportunities throughout the day are guaranteed! In the evening we will continue to Antwerp (dinner on the 
way). Overnight stay in Antwerp. 
 
Day 03 Su. 28. May 2023  
The local tram enthusiasts and Antwerp´s transport operator have organized quite a huge spectacle for the 
150 years anniversary festivities. Among other things, all operational preserved tram cars will parade through 
the city all day long. The parade itself and many spots along the way provide countless photo and video 
opportunities for the most interesting cars of the historic inventory. A precise schedule and action plan will tell 
us in detail when and where which car will be on the tracks! All preserved vehicles will return to the depot in 
the evening around 7 p.m. Thanks to a tram network´s rover ticket valid for today, you can roam around freely.  
Overnight in Antwerp.  
 
Day 04 Mo. 29. May 2023  
Enjoy the regular operation on the extensive tram network at Antwerp with its impressive fleet of PCC cars, 
Siemens NGT6 (called „Hermelijn“), Bombardier Flexity („Albatros“) and CAF Urbos 100 („Stadslijner“). Around 
noon we return to Cologne and will reach our original starting point in the early afternoon.   
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Tour Price 
998 Euro per person sharing a room   
175 Euro single room surcharge 
 
Optional: Eden Hotel Früh am Dom (25.-26. May 2023) 
  75 Euro per person sharing a room (breakfast included) 
170 Euro per person in a single room (breakfast included) 
 
Minimum number of participants 20, maximum number 20. Please book until 31. March 2023. Later bookings 
on request only. 
 
 
SERVICES 
- Comfortable modern coach with air conditioning/WC from/to Cologne main station  
- 3 nights in 3-star hotels in double room incl. breakfast 
- Basic lunch in Thuin 
- 1 dinner on the way to Antwerp 
- Visit to the tramway in Han-sur-Lesse 
- Charter tram at the TAA in Ezerée 
- Charter tram in Charleroi 
- Charter trams and museum visit at AVSi in Thuin 
- Depot visits in Han-sur-Lesse, Blier and Charleroi 
- Day ticket for "De Lijn" in Antwerp on 28. May 2023 
- Tour guides: Peter Patt & Luc Koenot  
- Photo and film permit where necessary 
 
 
NOT INCLUDED 
- Customary tips approx. € 10 per person 
- Cancellation insurance (without deductible, travel price up to € 3.000,--): € 99,--p.p. 
- Covid-Protect insurance: € 20,-- p.p. 
- Travel insurance package: € 21,-- p.p. 
 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 
Citizens of the Schengen zone can enter Belgium with a valid identity document. Participants of other 
nationalities please enquire about the entry regulations applicable to them.  
 

This tour is not suitable for persons with reduced mobility. 
Please note that our trip involves getting on and off on 
uneven ground, from high entry vehicles, or in non-
German DIN standard environments. If you are unsure 
whether this trip is suitable for you, please contact me by 
phone or email. 
 
INFORMATION & CONSULTATION 
Travelling with Peter 
ECC-Studienreisen GmbH 
Peter-H. Patt: Tel +49 (0)69 92 18 79-17     
Email p.patt@ecc-studienreisen.de 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 


